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                  Our Mission

                  
                  OSU Extension develops and conducts extension and applied research programs to inform
                     livestock producers of the best management practices of common ticks, flys, lice and
                     other parasites.
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                                 					Horn Flies
                                 				Horn Flies are smaller flies, they will be found on the back and sides of the animal.
                                 During the heat of day they will migrate to the belly. Both male and females feed
                                 on blood. Populations develop in late May or June and persist into the fall.

                           

                        

                        
                           

                           
                                 					Stable Flies
                                 				Stable flies are similar to house flies in size, they have a protruding piercing/sucking
                                 mouthpart.  Both males and females feed on blood.  Stable flies feed on the legs of
                                 livestock (and even humans) with their head upward. They cause a very painful bite.

                           

                        

                        
                           

                           
                                 					Tabanids
                                 				Tabanids are a diverse group of flies including both horse and deer flies. Tabanids
                                 can be one inch and longer in size. Tabanids feed on the blood. Female Tabanids have
                                 a painful bite; the males do not feed on blood. Populations will peak from June to
                                 September.

                           

                        

                        
                           

                           
                                 					Lice
                                 				Lice populations build in the winter months, lasting from November to March. They
                                 are usually not a problem in the summer as lice cannot survive warmer temperatures. 

                           

                        

                     

                     
                        
                           

                           
                                 					Ticks
                                 				All stages of ticks are exclusively parasitic.  Both hard and soft tick species attack
                                 livestock and can be damaging to cattle.

                           

                        

                        
                           

                           
                                 					Litter Beetles
                                 				Litter Beetles cause damage to poultry housing and is suspected to be a health risk
                                 to humans in close contact with larvae and adults.

                           

                        

                        
                           

                           
                                 					Culicoides
                                 				The Culicoides project is an ongoing project with the goal of finding and determining
                                 the population genetics of midges in the genus Culicoides.
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                                 					Articles, Newsletters, and Videos
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Horn flys swarming a herd of cattle.
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A horse fly.
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Oak leaf itch mites.
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                     [image: A black fly with orange eyes sitting on a leaf.]
A screwworm fly on a leaf.
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                     [image: A white sticky trap with flys stuck to it.]
A sticky trap used to catch stable flys.
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Ticks in a cow's ear.
                     
                  


         

         
         
         
            
             Ask OSU Livestock Entomology Experts a Question


            
             Use the form below to submit a question to our experts, responses usually take a
                  few days. Make sure to select Oklahoma and your county.  
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